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Natan Obedweighs in on
the Maior Proiects law,
Carney's electione and
what the North needs
AL a recenI meeLing,
the prime minister
put a lot of issues to
rcst' rclatcd to thc
governmenL's Iast-
track legislation for
major projects, says
thc InuilTapiriit
KanaLami prcsidcnL.

BY PETIR ]l;tZIREEUW

I s sovereigntv worries push
fa.the government to'reimagine
the space"in Canada's Arctic,
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami president
Natan Obed sees an oppofiunity
to close the infrastructure gap
facing Inuit communities.

"Our infrastructure needs are
just categorically dilferenl. Lhan
the rest of this country"said
Obed, who said he presented a
list of 79 proposed projects worth
about $31-billion over the next
decade at a recent meeting with
ministers.

It's part of the reason whv
Obed
term

is opting to seek a fourth
leading the ITK after ini-

tially saying he wouldn't re-offer.
He said Prime Minister Mark
Carney's eleclion played a role in
his reconsideration.

"The abiliry to work with this
prime minister and to know that
there are huge opportunities on
the table, and that reconciliation
is still a key contributor to the
thinking around the relalionship
motivates me,"he said in a recent
interuiew with The Hot Room
podcast.

The following interutew has
been edited for length, style, and,
clarity. Listen to that episode lor
the fuII intewiew.

You were part of a mceting with
Inuit leaders, Prim€ Minister
Mark Carney and a number of his
cabinet ministers on July 24. How
did the meeting go?

"I think the meeting went quite
well. There was a lot ol concern
that Bill-C 5 and its implementa-
tion may be in conflict with our
modern treaties or some of our
existin g regulatory processes
that we'vc foughr quite hard for
over the course of the last 50
years. The prime minister put a
lot of those issues to rest, and has
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promised to abide by our modern
treaties and the way in which
C-5 is implemented in the list of
projects. We also got to work on
a number of different areas as
well, beyond just Building One
Economy [Act].

"We talked quite a bit about
the Arctic foreign poliry and the
implementation of that foreign
policy, the Inuit child first initia-
tive and other social initiatives,
and really just a reset with this
new government. And at the table
there were no people who were
at the last ICPC [Inuit-Crown
Partnership Committee] meet-
ing in November who were
present at this meeting from the
government side.

'All in all, I think it was great
to have it in Inuvik. It got the
ministers out of Ottawa, and it
allowed for them to understand

the challenges that we face every
day in Inuit Nunangat but also
from a social perspective. It's
always good for ministers and the
prime minister to meet commu-
nity members and to get a sense
of what it's like on the ground."

When you say the prime minister
promised to live up to his treaty
obligations in regards to C-5, the
law itself gives the govemment a
tremendous amount of leeway to
do as it wishes. what do we mean
when we talk about the gov-
ernment has to live up to these
obligations? What do you need
to see from the government as it
proceeds?

"Just on the interpretation of
the legislation. We did a lot of
work in the previous government
to amend the interpretation act
to create a universaI non-dero-
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gation clause, and it lives within
the interpretation act, basically
stating that no legislation can
derogate from the Government of
Canada's constitutionally recog-
nized obligations to First Nations,
Inuit, and M6tis peoplcs. So our
modern treaties fall under that.
We are quite confident that when
it comes to the priority or the
precedent that this bill has limita-
tions on its enforcement when it
contradicts with our constitution-
ally-protected agreements.

"Now practically, how the gov-
ernment implements its agenda
and the tools that it uses to imple-
ment it, such as Bill C-5 or even
the regulatory processes under
our treaties, we are still trying to
understand exactly how this will
all unfold, what projects across
Inuit Nunangat will be a part of
the listed projects, and also we

have larger infrastructure asks
other than perhaps listed projects
under this legislation. So a lot of
time was also spent on discussing
how to resolve the infrastructure
deficit across Inuit Nunangat.
That's why it was really import-
ant for, say, the defence minister,
to be there, as well, and to give
a bit of perspective on what's
possible with dual use infrastnc-
ture that might be characterized
as a military spend, but also will
support infrastructure within our
communities, as well."

What kind of infrastructure do
Canada's Inuit need?

"We put a list fomard of 79
projects over the next 10 years. Its
total is about $31-billion.That's a
large number, and there's a large
number of projects. We have 51
communities, Only two of them
are accessible by all weather
road: Inuvik andTuktoyaktuk in
the Northwest Territories. The rest
of the 49 depend upon air travel
to get to southern Canada from
our homeland, or even to travel
between communities. There are
no inter-community roads, eithen
There's only one deep water port
in all of our 5l communities, and
that's in an area that spans 40
per cent of Canada, and all of our
communities are either directly
in a marine environment, or
adjacent through a waterway. So
our infrastructure needs are just
categorically different than the
rest of this country

"What I've said a number of
times is we really need to bring
Inuit Nunangat into Canada,
and imagine this country and its
infrastructure and equity in a
different way than we have ever
have before. I think the sover-
eignty defence and militarization
pieces are all pushing the gov-
ernment of Canada to reimagine
the space too, and so we, as ITK,
are always fighting for the people
to not be lost within the larger
conversation."

Dating back to at least the
Harper governnent, references in
the South to the North are often
about sovereignty, about the idea
of a military threat from Russia,
or from China, maybe from the
United States-that ships are
threatening to elbow their way
into Canada's Arctic. Do ihe Inuit
people who actually live in the
high Arctic spend a lot of time
thinking about that?

"I would say yes and no. There
are many instances of foreign
vessels being seen within our
waters. In the research space,
there is a greater interest from
non-Arctic states to conduct and
do research in Canada's Arc-
tic. From a resource-extraction
perspective, there are a lot of
other countries that hold mineral
int erests across our homeland-
specifically China-in a number
of scenarios. We know that these
are a part of a larger political
footprint and also the staging
ground for what could be a pretty
bitter dispute in the coming years
around the Northwest Passage,
and also the sovereignty of the
Arctic. So we feel it and see it in
different ways.

"We also know that we're at
risk because, say, at this very
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Continued on page 17
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I-J.S. trade approach'changes the
rules of the gamco' with canola
sector leading economic lobbying
in f,rst six months of zozS

with Sidhu on May 29, with
Industry Minister Mdlanie Joly
(Ahuntsic-Cartieruille, Que.) on
June 4 and June 16, and with Min-
ister of National Defence David
McGuinty (Ottawa South, Ont.)
on June 10.
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Canadian workers and by using
Canadian resources to benefit
all Canadians."

Another major concern for the
canola sector in recent months
has been a staggering 100-per-
cent tariff on this country's
canola oil and meal-as well as a
2S-per-cent levy on goods such as
pork and seafood- imposed by
China on March 20,2025,These
tariffs were implemented follow-
ing Canada's imposition of tariffs
on Chinese electric vehicles at
100 per cent, and on aluminum
and steel at 25 per cent. China
is also currently conducting an
anti-dumping investigation into
imports of Canadian canola
seed, which was launched in
September 2024.

China is typically Canada's
secondlargest market for canola,
and imporled approximately $4-bil-
lion of Canadian canola seed, md

another $920.9-million of canola
meal and $21-million of canola oil
in 2024, according to the CCC.

Gayle McLaughlin, senior
manager of government and
industry relations for the CCGA,
told The HilITimes that her
organization's focus in federal
advocary so far in 2025 was been
on the importance of nomalizing
trade with the U.S- and China as
key canola markets.

"I don't think we've seen this
level of unpredictability in our
two most important markets;
China and the United States.
I think on that front, it can be
unprecedented,"said McLaugh-
lin."On the U.S. front, it has
been very concerning for canola
farmers as well, just because that
is our number one market for
canola oil and meal ... Luckily,
right now, our canola oil, meal
and seed are CUSMA-compliant,
so they're tariff-free right now,
but that needs to stay that way."

On June 5, Carney and China
Premier Li Qiang discussed bilat-
eral relations and trade between
the two countries, according to a
statement from the Prime Minis-
ter's Office.

Carney"took the opportunity
to raise trade irritants affecting
agricull.ure and agri-food prod-
ucts, including canola and sea-
food, as well as other issues, with
Premier Li,"reads the statement.

"I think we're just focused on
ensuring that our market access
gets reinstated, and we hope that
the government prioritizes that,
because canola farmers, they
are still export-oriented," said
McLaughlin.

"No matter what happens
in the geopolitical world, that's
going to be important to our
farmers to have market access
for their livelihoods and also for
their ability to contribute to the
Canadian economy and their
rural communities."

The CCGA communicated
with MacDonald on Mav 28, on
.Iune 4 and.Iune 14.

The HiIITimes reached out to
the AIAC to discuss its advocary
priorities during the first six
months of 2025, but an interuiew
could nol be arranged by dead-
line. AIAC's president and CEO
Mike Mueller previously told The
Hill Times that economic devel-
opment formed a key pillar of the
organization's advocasy with the
new Liberal government, as pre-
viously reported on June 23.

In an emailed statement on
June 18, Mueller said that Canada
lacks a"cohesive industrial strat-
egy to fully harness our aerospace
potential,"and that the AIAC
has been engaging the federal
government to ensure aerospace is
recognized as a strategic priority
and"a key focus of Aerospace and
Defence Industrial Strategies."

The AIAC's advocacy in 2025
have included communications
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moment, we are largely depen-
dent on Starlink for connectivity.
There are other options, but
Starlink has fast become one of
the most widely used internet
providers. Without connection
through fibre-optic cables, we've
solely dependent on satellite
internet, and many cases, it's
generations behind when it
comes to the ability for us to
utilize that. I give that exam-
ple because we are dependent,
somelimes on private corpora-
tions or other nation states in
order to just live sustainably
in the Canadian Arctic, and it's
something that I don't think is
lost on CSIS [Canadian Secu-
rity Intelligence Seroicel or on
the minister of defence, but as a
country as a whole, I don't think
that there's been much attention
paid to it. In our homeland, we
think about this more olten than
not, especially since our families
are in Greenland, Alaska, and the
Chukotka region of Russia, each

with their own political realities
and turmoil."

You recently confimed that you
plan to run for re-election as the
leader of the ITK. That's next
month.YouU previously said you
wouldn't be running again.What
changed your mind?

"Last fall, when theTrudeau
government was in its dying
days, it just seemed like on the
horizon there was a lot of uncer-
tainty in Ottawa and the leader-
ship within Ottawa. It was quite
clear that there was going to be
a new prime minister, perhaps a
new party running government.
And also at the time after the
election in ihe United States,
with President [Donald] Trump
re-emcrging as a volal.ile actor.
especially with the U.S.'s sites
on the Circumpolar Arctic, but
Canada as well, I thought that I
still had a contribution here and
a lot of new work on the table
that seems to me to be urgent
and of national interest. I now
am a veteran of 10 years of this

work, and I just had reconsidered
about the role that I should or
could play in Inuit politics. So I
thought a lot about this, but in
the end, we're living in a pretty
dynamic time, and the continuity
that I can bring, I hope, will be
appreciated by Inuit and by those
who will elect me."

Did Mark Carney's election win
play into that decision?

"Yes it did. The ability to work
with this prime minister and to
know that there are huge oppor-
tunities on the table, and that
reconciliation is still a key con-
tributor to the thinking around
the relationship motivates me. It
allows for me to imagine how the
work will all transpire and how it
will happen. It wouldn't be that I
would abandon my post if there
was somebody, perhaps, who is
less likely to be engaging and
supportive. But at the same time, I
think all of us, when we see a new
opportunity that materializes,
sometimes it reinvigorates us to
double down and continue to do

the thing that perhaps we were
drifting a bit from.

"I've always been passionate
about representing Inuit, and that
hasn't been the consideration-The
consideration really was, how long
should any one person be at the
helm oI the national Inuit organiza-
tion? So I understand that my ask-
ing for another tem is a departure
from what I previously said. It also
means that I will, at the end, have
serued for 14 yetrs, but I feel like
I've always led with a respecl lor
all positions, and that I'll continue
to try to do that if re-elected."

What's left on your to-do list at
ITK if you are re-elected?

"Well, there's always the piece
of unity and creating more unity
within the Inuit regions. We are
held together by our one society,
but we are pushed apart by our
different governance and our
different relationships through
treaties with the Government of
Canada and our geography. So
there's always a standing issue
that, in my mind, of building unity

and keeping unity. And that is,
for a population of about 70,000
people, our biggest asset when
we come lo lhe lable in Ottawa.
When ITK deliberates and passes
resolutions, and I bring those
fomard to decision-makers, they
can be cenain lhat they're hear-
ing directly from Inuit.

"The other big pieces are
ones of social equity and build-
ing a more sustainable society
and a more prosperous society.
Our vision here aligns with the
vision of this government for
building prosperity. How we do
it is, is unique, I would say, and
one that I would like to be a part
of, not only conveying the need
for distinctions-based work or
specific Indigenous work, but also
then the how-trying to figure out
programs, policies, initiatives, and
opportunities to ensure that Inuit
across our homeland not only are
able to thrive and do better, but
also in turn, that it creates more
prosperity for Canadians as well."
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